
a tale for music, shadows and dance based on L’oiseau de feu 
by Igor Stravinsky and the drawings by Enrico Baj

with Valeria Barreca, Gloria Dorliguzzo, Tiziano Ferrari 
direction and set design Fabrizio Montecchi

shadow puppets Nicoletta Garioni (dai disegni di Enrico Baj)
choreography Gloria Dorliguzzo

lights Davide Rigodanza
costumes Giulia Bonaldi, Anusc Castiglioni, Corinne Lejeune

stagehand Luca Berettoni

from 10 years old 
shadow theatre, music and dance

PRODUCTION 2018

THE FIREBIRD



Twenty-two years since its debut and thirteen years since its second 
production, Teatro Gioco Vita brings you The firebird, one of its most 
important and popular productions.

The firebird is a shadow and dance pièce based entirely on the 
“choreographic story” which Igor Stravinsky composed in 1909 for the 
Russian Ballet. The definition “choreographic story” is not improper 
as The firebird is a tale told through music. But Stravinsky created 
this music which is never dominated by the story but enjoys complete 
expressive freedom. It’s strength lies precisely in that balance between 
what is functional and what is autonomous, between figurative and 
abstract.
In The firebird, Teatro Gioco Vita proves the great spectacular potential 
of shadow theatre. It chooses dance as an interlocutor, a language 
which gives a body to the incorporeal nature of shadows and, by its 
nature, is able to act as a scenic medium between shadows and music.



TEATRO GIOCO VITA
artistic direction Diego Maj

Teatro Gioco Vita was established in 1971 and was among the first Italian realities to be protagonist of 
the movement of theatrical animation. Teatro Gioco Vita gave its original contribution to the theatre for 
young people, through its animation, its distinct flair and its way of conceiving and living the theatre, 

the relationships, the research and the culture that characterized it from its very first experiences. Teatro 
Gioco Vita meets the shadow theatre in the late seventies. Thanks to its work done with consistency and 
professionalism and also to the contribute of outside collaborators, it completed an experience, unique in its 
kind, that got him awards and prestigious collaborations everywhere in the world, with permanent theatres 
and lyric companies such as the Teatro La Fenice of Venice, the Royal Opera House Covent Garden of London, 
the Teatro alla Scala of Milan, the Arena of Verona, the Ater, the Ert, the Teatro all’Opera of Rome, the Teatro 
Regio of Turin and the Piccolo Teatro of Milan. Teatro Gioco Vita was recently recognized as Teatro Stabile 
di Innovazione by the Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali and the Regione Emilia Romagna. Managed 
by the artistic director Diego Maj, the theatre is composed of various realities. The Company, with its artistic 
manager Fabrizio Montecchi, is involved in the production of plays as well as in laboratory activities for 
schools and children. Two workshops, the Officina delle Ombre and the San Bartolomeo, host the productions 
and the research by Teatro Gioco Vita. The theatres in Piacenza (Teatro Filodrammatici, Teatro Municipale, 
Teatro San Matteo and from march 2013 a new theatre in the old church of Jesuits) are a big house where 
to experiment and share theatrical reviews, hospitality, cultural exchanges, places where to achieve artistic 
and cultural projects for the company’s research and the work in place.
Teatro Gioco Vita combines its activity in Piacenza and the province (artistic and organizing direction of 
the Stagione di Prosa from the Teatro Municipale of Piacenza, organization of theatrical reviews and other 
cultural events, hospitality, workshops, and training) to an increasingly international dimension that led its 
shadow theatre shows to be performed in Europe, the United States, Brazil, Mexico, Canada, Japan, China, 
Israel, Turkey and Taiwan.
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TEATRO GIOCO VITA
Via San Siro, 9 - 29121 Piacenza (ITALIA)

Tel. +39.0523.332613 - Fax +39.0523.338428
www.teatrogiocovita.it - info@teatrogiocovita.it
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